











Reflections
Cambodian Immersion 2009

The stress and amount of work involved in preparing for the HSCin your
final year of high school can never be understood until you are there.
So many would think they were a little crazy putting in an application
to attend the Marist Cambodian Immersion to take place just weeks

out from the HSC trial exams. In short, this is an experience that not
one Marist student would trade for the world in the six year history of
the Immersion. Jason Turnbull, Year 12, was part of the MCNS 2009
Immersion Group, one of nine boys whose application was successful to
be part of this life-changing’ experience. “/ hope that | have helped to
change the life of some of the children at Sala LaVala. That was certainly
one of my objectives, but | admit | was not prepared for the impact that
this trip would have on me. The children at the school have very little and
yet they have so much. They live each day as it were their last. Leaving
was the hardest thing; being there for such a little time even though it felt
like I had grown up there." Jason continues “Everything | do now doesn’t
matter as much as being back there; people don't understand what we
did and why there is such an urge to go back to a place that many would
never want to go."

“Visiting Cambodia and Sala LaVala gave me an opportunity to realise
the great possibilities to help people around the world. It has given me
an opportunity to experience what life truly has to offer. | have learnt
that money and status are not everything and that if you have less you
are probably better off. | have seen a great resilience to keep going when
times get really tough. | have grown a passion to focus on helping resolve
problems in the world - to change how people think and act in society.”

Declan Williams, one of the 2009 Immersion students, described the
kids at Sala LaValla as‘amazing’ “They are happier than we can ever be,
even with their disabilities. It challenges you to see what we value in life."

Karen Donnelly, one of the PDHPE teachers at Marist, who along with

Br Peter Corr and Tony McDonnell accompanied the students to Cambodia,
considers herself extremely lucky. “/ am very fortunate to have been able
to take part in this experience and am immensely proud to be associated
with the 2009 Immersion Group. They are a group of young men of
character, competence and compassion, truly great ambassadors for

our community.”

“At our first meeting with the students of Sala LaVala we were tentative
and nervous, but the children’s bravery, cheerfulness and enthusiasm soon
won us over. [t was clear this was going to be a very special experience.
Rising before the sun, our days were filled with a multitude of activities
that allowed us to gain significant insight into the Khmer people with a
life so different, yet fundamentally similar to our own. Family, sharing,
togetherness, hope, love and joy are at the heart of the Khmer community,
and like us, they are striving to make their world a better place.”

Former MCNS student Tom Petty was so inspired by his 2008 Cambodian
Immersion visit, that he put his university place on hold, as he returned
as a volunteer this year. The immersion also inspired Tom to reconsider
his career options. “/ originally wanted to do law but | came back
thinking | just can’t do this any more. Regardless of what | do, I'll always
try and incorporate social awareness into not just a career but everyday
living as well."




The most important things
in life are not ‘things’.

Marist Solidarity is a group of students who promote understanding, education,
advocacy and action on social justice, peace and human rights issues. The boys
are welcoming, generous and frequently give up their own time to assist others;
they believe in equality and respect amongst all members of society. The boys
are involved in a number of voluntary projects in the wider community such as
the St Vincent De Paul‘Night Patrol’program led by Tony McDonnell and working
on Friday evenings in Cana Café Redfern, which serves people who are most in
need of sustenance, companionship and safety. The boys serve dinners and light
refreshments and chat to the patrons, offering support and friendship, in a world
where prejudices are many and society is quick to judge the homeless and those
less fortunate than ourselves. Immense thanks to behind the scenes caterers,
who bake and donate all food for the Friday evening café requlars. Teachers:
Anne Reading; Carmel Cullen; Nicola Brown; Kylie McKiernan and parents Tina
Contos, Doreen David and Helena Rowlston.
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Marist Brothers North Sydney “A” Grade 1956

The Fabulous Fifties
Reunion - Saturday 27t
February 2010

The Fifties Reunion’was an idea conceived in 2006. The intention was to break
the mould of the usual school, class and gender specific type reunions.

We considered that it would be great to catch-up with the ladies of our era. A
reunion for all students (and their partners) who attended any of the Lower North
Shore Catholic schools, both primary and secondary during the fabulous 19505.

The inaugural reunion was held in February 2007 at the North Sydney Leagues
(lub, where approximately 150 graduates from the 1950's attended. It wasa
huge success many of whom had not met since their school days; the entire
room was abuzz with laughter and nostalgia.

The 2010 get together will be even bigger and better | am sure. Everything
is in place for a great afternoon. All you have to do is turn up. A very modest
charge of $40 per head will apply to cover venue hire, finger food and several
drinks. For further information or enquiries, please contact:

Andy Dargan (Class of 1958), or visit the Fabulous Fifties web site.
andydargan@bigpond.com 0407 782384 www.maristmates.com
The Fabulous Fifties Luncheon

Date: Saturday 27th February, 2010

Time: 12.00noon to 5.00pm

Venue: Kamaraigal Function Room, North Sydney Leagues Club
Partners Welcome

Ex-change is as good as a holiday

Alfredo and Jack

TWELVE
MONTHS
ON.......

Just one year ago, 110 students graduated
from MCNS. The class of 2008 met on
Friday evening, 6th November at the
College, for the traditional ‘first year out
of high school reunion”and many staff members were there to welcome the boys back. It was
an energetic reunion — several boys hadn't seen each other since leaving school. Some boys’
paths had crossed through sport, work or uni, and it is always a pleasure to see the ex-student
attendance at Marist rugby league grand final games and the annual College musical.

Nick Martin, who was well known as the ‘lighting guru’ for the College Musicals during his time
at Marist secured himself an apprenticeship as a motor mechanic at Mercedes Benz, Mosman.
“My passion is cars, (I own a Mazda 3 Series RX7) and | have always loved taking engines apart,
fixing them and putting them back together. My favourite subjects at school were Physics and
Chemistry, which is great because so much of my job is a matter of science. | attend College one day
a week, and absolutely love my job. | consider myself very lucky to be in this position.”

Jon Contos has just completed his first year at University of Sydney, taking Exercise, Sports
Science and Nutrition. This is a four year double degree plus honours. “/ love Uni, although study
is full on; it has a great atmosphere and reminds me of the atmosphere at Marist. | play rep soccer
for both the Uni and the Northern Tigers Reserves. When | am qualified, my ambition is to work with
one of the soccer clubs in Sydney.”

Royce Crittle, who entered the Notre Dame University in Sydney as an ‘Early Achiever'is
completing a 3 year Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring in politics with a minor in Theology.

“I have a deep spirituality and have always felt a great sense of wishing to give to the community.
| feel that I have a special calling, and therefore | am considering entering The Priestly Fraternity of
St. Peter when | graduate.”

We look forward to chatting to our 2009 graduates in November 2010




Walk-a-thon

Glorious weather greeted Smurfs by the dozen, Mexicans,
cowboys and cowgirls, King Kong and even a couple of
‘Shirley’s; as everyone arrived at school on Friday 11th
September. Crazy costumes were the order of the day,

as both staff and students alike supported this year's
Walk-a-thon theme with great energy, enthusiasm and
imagination. Competition was fierce in the battle to win
first prize for imagination and originality with everyone
encouraged to dress as something beginning with the first
letter of their House affiliation. The many weird and wacky
costumes provided the general public with confused smiles
as the boys walked around the picturesque 18 kilometre
harbour route. Returning to Marist hot, tired and with face
paint wearing off, the weary walkers enjoyed a cold drink
and bbq lunch, cooked by parents. The money raised by the
walk-a-thon will be put towards the onward improvement
and renovation of classrooms. Thank you to parents, friends,
staff and students for your sterling efforts.

Experience Work

84 Year 10 boys finally got their week in the work force in November. After weeks of preparation from the Careers
Advisor Mrs Nicola Brown, with the boys making their work placement arrangements, chasing up paper work,
preparation classes and fine tuning all the details, into the work force they went for a weeks' experience. The boys
were adventurous and exploratory in their work placement selections with a vast range of industries including; Pacific
Powerboats; Northern Sydney Animal Hospital; Saatchi & Saatchi; Sacred Heart Primary School; the ABC; Attorney
General’s Department; Billy
Hyde Music; Willoughby
City Council; Dymocks
World Square; The Children’s
Hospital Westmead; Flight
Experience Darling Harbour
and Australian Rugby League
Development Association to
name just a few! The many
discussions and investigations
into career paths were clearly
moved from theory of the
classroom to practice as the
boys experienced life at the

- i coalface fixing motors on
Oliver Russo with Chefs at ARIA Restaurant Circular Quay boats and cars, designing
beach houses and office
space, to working with children and animals. The positive feedback from the employers and the boys was rewarding
and a worthwhile week with the boys taking responsibility for their own organisation, initiatives and associations with
adults, many moving out of their comfort zones and many reinforcing their commitment to existing career paths.

Quietly Outspoken

On 9th September fourteen Marist Schools from
around the state gathered at Marist Sisters College,
Woolwich to compete in the 20th AMSA Oratory
Competition. This annual public speaking competition
is a valued event on the calendar of Marist Schools in
New South Wales

This year, the students representing MCNS performed
admirably. Congratulations to Stuart Williams
(Year7), Harrison Thomas (Year 8), Alex Mascarenhas
(Year 9) Alex Casanova (Year 10) and James Cowling
and Rami Elzahaby (Year 11) who demonstrated

their sophisticated oratory abilities and presented

a very high standard of speeches. Significantly, the
commendable talents of James Cowling and Harrison
Thomas were recognised — both students were
awarded third place in their divisions. Hugh Morrison
2008 MCNS graduate has continued to add valuable
support and guidance to our young orators, mentoring
and coaching the team for many weeks in preparation
for the competition.

Thanks also to Br Peter, Chris Maoudis, Jon Watts and
Patrick Lowe for their direction and support with
speech preparation.



Talking ‘bout my
generation

The inaugural ‘Generation’ photo was taken this September. The photograph
contains boys who have had a previous generation relative attend the College
(undle, father, grandfather etc). Knowing that this photograph could have many
more boys in it, we are anticipating that by displaying this photograph in the
Messenger, it will alert others within our readership to the photographic library
of Marist Generation boys we are trying to compile. Please contact the Business
Manager, Mark Brooks at the College if you have a student attending Marist
(ollege during the Year 2010, who would like to participate and be eligible for
next years' Generation Photo. northshore@maristcollege.com

Back Row: Scott Harrold, Nathan Beencke, Lukas Zaher, Joshua Carnovale, John Fox
Middle Row: Joshua Lopez, Daniel Carnovale, Richard McCarthy, Ben Smith,
Mathew Moloney, Marcus Carnovale.

Front Row: Felix Dixon, Jack Riley, Zachary Mansfield, Ashly Killorn, Mhenard Cajobe,
Emerson Collins, Jack Garay.

A few Diary Dates
Semester 1, 2010

(Visit the College Diary on the web for details and more dates)

February

3rd:  Year 7 Academic Awards (2009) and 12 (2009) HSC Awards -
12 noon La Valla Hall

5th: - Commencement Mass, St. Mary’s Church - 9am

16th: Salta House Mass, St. Mary’s Church — 7pm

19th:  Parents & Friends Welcome Drinks, 0'Mara Plaza — 6.30pm

24th: Moore House Mass, St. Mary's Church — 7pm

27th: 1950’ Reunion, North Sydney Leagues Club 12— 5pm

March

3rd: Chanel House Mass, St. Mary’s Church — 7pm
6th:  College Open Day — 10— 2pm

9th:  Kelly House Mass, St. Mary’s Church — 7pm
May

31st: Champagnat Week celebrations

June

4th: Champagnat Day Mass — 9am, Touch Footie Day,

Parents & Friends Trivia Night, La Valla Hall - 7.30pm
17, 18, 19th: College Musical ‘Disco Inferno; La Valla Hall — 7.30pm

Marist College North Shore

270 Miller Street

North Sydney NSW 2060

Tel: 02 9957 5000 Fax: 02 9954 9087
Email: northshore@maristcollege.com
Web: www.maristcollege.com

Education in mind, body & spirit

Bands Battle it out

There was a surprising amount of musical talent unearthed during the inaugural ‘Rock Your House’
competition held this Semester. Over a few weeks, bands battled for a place in the Grand Final,
conducted on 25th September. The whole school gathered in the 0'Mara Plaza at lunch time to
witness history being played and made. The Kelly boys thought they had ‘star power’ on their side,
with a special guest appearance by the King himself. Moore House tried the sympathy angle with
vocals by Year 12 Graduates Ebeid, King, Tan and Petkovski, but the judging table of Mr Collins,
Miss Reading, Mrs Trajcevski and Mr Doyle weren't to be won over. Even Chanel House, with ring-in
quitarist Rollo and drummer‘Herbie’ Herbert, couldn't elevate the likes of Dagg on Saxaphone and
Tanuwidjaja on vocals to outplay Salta House. Alas, all other House Bands efforts on the stage were
to no avail, being blasted away by the fast frets of Josh Carnovale, the pounding rhythms of bass
quitarist Marcus Carnovale and the hectic drum work of Harry Sherwin.

John Hickey farewell

. John Hickey joined the Marist North Shore community in 2003 as Deputy
Headmaster. John is a creative teacher and an excellent educator; not only
did he challenge us as educationalists but he also challenged his students to
do their best.

The care and welfare of students is always the centre of every decision he
makes. John has spent much time during these years working‘behind the
scenes'in support of College functions and other staff initiatives.

He always deals with things in a calm, even-handed manner — even in circumstances which could
potentially be most distressing. To use a navigational metaphor, John understands that a true leader
needs to have a demeanour of steadiness both attending to the present while keeping his eye on the way
forward. Itis clear that this characteristic is a symbol of John’s passion to spend his life refining his skills to
remain a truly Catholic educator in a continually changing world.

John has overseen the development of the House system as we know it today. This required a complete
overhaul of the College’s pastoral structures and then connecting the staff to this new framework of care
for the students.

John has also coached several cricket teams as part of his co-curricular commitment to the College.
Students appreciated his knowledge of the game and his ability to mentor them to improve their skills.

In the 2008 Maristian magazine John referred to two foundational tenets of Marist Educator: viz
“presence”and “good example”. John speaks with authority about these two qualities because he has
lived them in the midst of this College community for these past seven years. John, thanks for being an
excellent and caring teacher, for being a real role model of Champagnat leadership and for being a very
supportive friend to the staff. We will miss your sense of humour and your leadership.

Good luck next year at Xavier College, Melbourne.

Marist College North Shore is seeking a volunteer archivist, a few hours a week/month to continue
the excellent archival recordings achieved by Brother Ven. Applications to The Business Manager,
Mr Mark Brooks at the College. northshore@maristcollege.com

Please email letters and stories to:
The Editor, Miller Street Messenger: hrof@maristcollege.com

Dec 09



